












Crew Name Sorties Flown Report

Crew Names: F/O R.W. Orbell; Sgt. J.R. Ward; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF; Sgt. D.M. Murphy, RCAF; Sgt. G.H. Lucas; Sgt. W. Kennard; Sgt. 
S. Sinclair

Serial No: LM643 Call Letter: PG-ESqn/Unit: 619 Sqn

Target: CaenRaid Date: 18-7-44

Take Off: 0402 Returned: 0734

Comments: The primary target was attacked and bombed from 8,500 feet at 0605 hours. Weather conditions clear with smoke and haze. 
The target was identified by yellow and red TI's. Bombs being dropped on furthest red TI as instructed. Marking good and 
bombing very well concentrated. Photographic failure sue to thick smoke. Returned to base.

Bomb Load: Not Recorded

Aborted: No

Crew Names: F/O R.W. Orbell; Sgt. J.R. Ward; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF; Sgt. D.M. Murphy, RCAF; Sgt. G.H. Lucas; Sgt. J.R. Scott; Sgt. S. 
Sinclair

Serial No: LM643 Call Letter: PG-ESqn/Unit: 619 Sqn

Target: CourtraiRaid Date: 20/21-7-44

Take Off: 2259 Returned: 0227

Comments: The primary target was attacked and bombed from 13,700 feet at 0101 hours. Weather conditions clear with some haze. Target 
identified by red and green TI’s, slightly overshooting, as instructed. Plotted target area. Photographs showed ground detail. 
Returned to base.

Bomb Load: Not recorded

Aborted: No



Crew Names: F/O R.W. Orbell; Sgt. J.R. Ward; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF; Sgt. D.M. Murphy, RCAF; Sgt. G.H. Lucas; Sgt. J.R. Scott; Sgt. S. 
Sinclair

Serial No: LM643 Call Letter: PG-ESqn/Unit: 619 Sqn

Target: KielRaid Date: 23/24-7-44

Take Off: 2251 Returned: 0346

Comments: The primary target was attacked and bombed from 16,000 feet at 0127 hours. Weather conditions 10/10 th’s thin cloud. Special 
equipment H2S and Monica V. Bombs dropped on one green and one red TI. Photographic failure due to cloud. Returned to 
base.

Bomb Load: Not recorded

Aborted: No

Crew Names: F/O R.W. Orbell +; Sgt. J.R. Ward +; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF +; F/Sgt. D.M. Murphy, RCAF +; Sgt. G.H. Lucas +; Sgt. J.R. 
Scott +; Sgt. S. Sinclair +

Serial No: LM643 Call Letter: PG-ESqn/Unit: 619 Sqn

Target: DongesRaid Date: 24/25-7-44

Take Off: 2227 Returned: -

Comments: Nothing heard from this aircraft subsequent to take-off.

Bomb Load: Not recorded

Aborted: No





Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Hervorheben

Admin
Notiz
Probably Lanc PB968

Admin
Notiz
Most probably LM643









Edgard L. FUSS          27 avril 2019 
gl500@web.de  
 
 
 
FRANCE : Lancaster III LM643 - DONGES 
 
 
Google Translation (French-English) it is not perfect. 
  Bonjour Monsieur FUSS, 

I may be getting more information about the more accurate location of the crash in about 1 month. So 
I send you these military archives immediately. 
 As it is written in the archives, the Lancaster fell into the factory of Donges (inside) on the banks 
of the Loire. The Donges refinery was closed, secured and occupied by the Germans. Maybe that's why you 
didn't get any information but French were present at the crash site. 
 Yesterday I phoned the Assistant Director and the communication Department, Madame 
DESCHAMPS, of the refinery of DONGES. They informed me that the archives were transferred to the 
Departmental Archives of Nantes. I made a request to the archives of Nantes who actually possess these 
documents. There may be documents in the archives of the Donges refinery for this story. We have to wait. 
  
The time of the Lancaster crash: 
 The report of the French National Gendarmerie says that the Lancaster crashed at 1:00 a.m. I think 
that is approximate. Also I searched for additional information: 
- The report of the German Archives of 1 August 1944 indicates 1h45. 
- The English military archives of the 9 Lancaster of the 619th Squadron indicate the time of the dropping of 
the bombs on Donges: 
9th mission Lancaster – bomb drops on Donges: 
- Lancaster I DV326 PG-P  F/O PETTIGREW 8,500 ft. 1h45 
- Lancaster I LM209 PG-H  S/L SMITH  11,200 ft. 1h47 
- Lancaster III LM630 PG-D  F/O LOCKWOOD 9,500 ft. 1h45  
- LancasterIII LM643 PG-E F/O ORBELL MISSING 
- Lancaster III LM420 PG-R  F/O BROWN  9,000 ft. 1h49 
- Lancaster I LL778 PG-A  F/L SQUIBBS 10,000 ft. 1h43 
- Lancaster III LM484 PG-H  F/O SCRIPPS  9,500 ft. 1h44 
- Lancaster III EE134 PG-Y  F/O DOCKREY 11,000 ft. 1h46 
- Lancaster I ME568 PG-F  F/O LEONARD 10,500 ft. 1h48 
 

So the Lancaster III LM643 was shot on 25 July 1944 at 1:45 a.m. inside the Donges refinery 
on the banks of the Loire. 
 
The Lancaster III PA968 VN-S, 50th Squadron, was shot down by the FLAK at 1h51 in the morning. 
 
- Archives 216, 217, 220, 221, 222 
- German Archives Box116_Folder1_17 and 18 
- Military archives MURPHY 199, 200. 
- Military archives KOMMES 284, 285 
 

Best Regards, René 
 
French 
  Bonjour Monsieur FUSS,  
 Je vais peut-être recevoir un complément d’information sur le lieu plus précis du crash dans environ 
1 mois. Aussi je vous envoie immédiatement ces archives militaires. 
 Comme c’est écrit dans les archives, le Lancaster est tombé dans l’Usine de Donges (à l’intérieur) 
sur les rives de la Loire. La Raffinerie de Donges était fermée, sécurisé et occupé par les allemands. C’est 
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peut-être pour cette raison que vous n’avez pas obtenu d’information mais pourtant des Français étaient 
présents sur le lieu du crash. 
 Hier j’ai téléphoné à l’Assistante de Direction et au Service Communication, Madame 
DESCHAMPS, de la Raffinerie de DONGES. Elles m’ont informée que les archives ont été transférées aux 
Archives Départementales de Nantes. J’ai fait une demande aux Archives de Nantes qui effectivement 
possèdent ces documents. Il y a peut-être des documents dans les archives de la Raffinerie de Donges pour 
cette histoire. Il faut attendre. 
  
L’heure du crash du Lancaster : 
 Le rapport de la Gendarmerie Nationale Française dit que le Lancaster s’est écrasé à 1 h du matin. Je 
pense que c’est approximatif. Aussi j’ai cherché des informations complémentaires : 
- Le rapport des archives allemandes du 1er août 1944 indique 1h45. 
- Les archives militaires Anglaises des 9 Lancaster du 619th Squadron indiquent l’heure du largage des 
bombes sur Donges: 
9 Lancaster de la mission – Largages des bombes sur Donges: 
- Lancaster I DV326 PG-P  F/O PETTIGREW 8,500 ft. 1h45 
- Lancaster I LM209 PG-H  S/L SMITH  11,200 ft. 1h47 
- Lancaster III LM630 PG-D  F/O LOCKWOOD 9,500 ft. 1h45  
- LancasterIII LM643 PG-E F/O ORBELL MISSING 
- Lancaster III LM420 PG-R  F/O BROWN  9,000 ft. 1h49 
- Lancaster I LL778 PG-A  F/L SQUIBBS 10,000 ft. 1h43 
- Lancaster III LM484 PG-H  F/O SCRIPPS  9,500 ft. 1h44 
- Lancaster III EE134 PG-Y  F/O DOCKREY 11,000 ft. 1h46 
- Lancaster I ME568 PG-F  F/O LEONARD 10,500 ft. 1h48 
 
 Donc le Lancaster III LM643 a été abattu le 25 Juillet 1944 à 1h45 du matin à l’intérieur de la 
Raffinerie de Donges sur les rives de la Loire. 
 
Le Lancaster III PB968 VN-S, 50th Squadron, a été abattu par la FLAK à 1h51 du matin. 
 
- Archives 216, 217, 220, 221, 222 
- Archives allemandes Box116_Folder1_17 et 18 
- Archives militaires MURPHY 199, 200. 
- Archives militaires KOMMES 284, 285 
 
     Cordialement, René 



 
 
‘and in the morning…’ 
 
 
Lancaster Mk.III LM643 coded PG-E 
 
 
On the night of Monday 24th July 1944 Bomber Command operated a total of 1,088 sorties: 839 from 
the main force aircraft were assigned to attack the following targets: 614 aircraft to attack Stuttgart, 
113 aircraft to attack Donges and 112 aircraft to attack the flying bomb site Ferfay, Pas-de-Calais. A 
further 249 aircraft would carry out Minor Operations: 107 aircraft on a Diversionary Sweep, 46 
aircraft to carry out an Intruder Sweep, 36 aircraft assigned to carry out Radio Counter Measures, 27 
aircraft to attack Berlin, 12 aircraft to carry out Resistance Work, eight aircraft to attack Frankfurt, five 
aircraft to attack Aachen, four aircraft to lay sea mines off the coast at Brest Harbour and Lorient and 
four O.T.U. aircraft to operate. From the night’s operations a total of 28 aircraft (2.57%) became non-
effective and struck off charge: 23 Lancasters and five Halifaxes. From these 28 aircraft there were a 
total of 190 casualties; 152 airmen died, 22 became Prisoners of War and 16 airmen evaded capture… 
The crew of Lancaster Mk.III LM643 coded PG-E captained by F/O R.W. Orbell RAF(VR) had been 
briefed along with the other crews of the Squadron operating that night to attack the oil depot at 
Donges, roughly 350-hectare site alongside the River Loire, France. The aircraft took off from RAF 
Station Dunholme Lodge, Lincolnshire (No.5 Bomber Group) at 22.27 hours, nothing was heard from 
the aircraft after take-off, aircraft crashed at 02.30 hours near Essey-les-Nancy in the NE outskirts of 
Nancy, France. All seven-crew perished… 
 
 
Crew of Lancaster Mk.III LM643 
 
 
F/O (50234) Ronald William Orbell RAF(VR) aged 30, son of Wilfred and Ethel May Orbell; husband of 
Frances May Orbell, of Oxford and now rests in Joint grave 2. E. 1-2. Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery 
France (Reference No.64123 – Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
Sgt (610229) John Ronald Ward RAF(VR) aged? and now rests in Plot 2. J. 5. Pornic War Cemetery 
France (reference No.64174 – Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
F/O (J/35044) Joseph John Kommes RCAF aged 22, son of John B. and Katherine M. Kommes, of Regina, 
Saskatchewan, Canada and now rests in Plot 2. E. 5. Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery France 
(Reference No.12947 – Royal Canadian Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
F/S (R/176578) David Matthew Murphy RCAF aged ? son of James and Mary Murphy, of Glace Bay, 
Nova Scotia, Canada and now rests in Montoir-De-Bretagne Communal Cemetery France (Reference 
No.12953 – Royal Canadian Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
Sgt (1713648) George Henry Lucas RAF(VR) aged 20, son of Henry John Lucas, and of Lilian Amelia 
Lucas, of Bushey, Hertfordshire and now rests in Plot 2. E. 3. Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery France 
(Reference No.64111 – Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pas-de-Calais


 
 
Sgt (1347303) James Rattray Scott RAF(VR) aged 23, son of John Campbell Scott and Jeanie Rattray 
Scott, of Glasgow; husband of Annie Scott, of Glasgow and now rests Joint grave 2. E. 1-2. in Escoublac-
La-Baule War Cemetery France (reference No.64134 – Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 
1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
Sgt (1593177) Stephen Sinclair RAF(VR) aged 19, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Sinclair, of Dunstan 
Northumberland and now rests in Plot 2. E. 4. Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery France (Reference 
No.64142 – Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945) 
 
 
Escoublac-La-Baule War Cemetery France is the 284th cemetery in alphabetical order in French 
Graveyards and Cemeteries, here rests 78 airmen from five Air Forces whose average age was 26 years 
226 days  
 
Montoir-De-Bretagne Communal Cemetery France is the 596th cemetery in alphabetical order in 
French Graveyards and Cemeteries, F/S Murphy RCAF is the only airman interred in the cemetery… 
 
 
Pornic War Cemetery France is the 683rd cemetery in alphabetical order in French Graveyards and 
Cemeteries, here rests 49 airmen and a single Airwomen, (Section Officer (9111) Muriel Tamara Byck 
of the W.A.A.F)  from five Air Forces whose average age was 25 years 274 days  
 
 
 
Lancaster Mk.III LM643 
 
 
Lancaster Mk.III LM643 was one of 350 aircraft built by A.V. Roe & Co. Ltd. Yeadon, Yorkshire under 
Contract No.1807 and delivered to No.619 Squadron for operational use on Tuesday 11th July 1944 
and became non-effective on the night of Monday 24th July 1944 and eventually struck off charge on 
Wednesday 9th August 1944. Lancaster Mk.III LM643 was the 63rd aircraft from the Squadron to 
become non-effective and the 99th Squadron aircraft to become non-effective and struck off charge 
flying out of RAF Dunholme Lodge, Lincolnshire, the 3rd aircraft to become non-effective and struck 
off charge having been briefed to attack Donges and the 2,022nd aircraft from No.5 Bomber Group to 
become non-effective and struck off charge, the 1,825th aircraft from operations. (A.M. Form78 
records that Lancaster LM643 had 28 hors 40 minutes flying time logged against the airframe) 
 
 
(Information from ‘and in the morning… data base – Photographs Air Ministry) 
 



Known Operational History Known = Currently my files can only prove the raids listed, others may exisit

Serial 

No

Sqn/

Unit

Call 

Letter

Target Raid Date Aborted Crew Names

ORB / Raid Comments

Take Off 

Time

Return 

Time Positions: Pilot, Flight Engineer,Navigator, Bomb Aimer, 
Wireless Op., M/U Gunner, Rear Gunner

LM643 619 Sqn PG-E Courtrai 20/21-7-44 No F/O R.W. Orbell; Sgt. J.R. Ward; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF; Sgt. D.M. 
Murphy, RCAF; Sgt. G.H. Lucas; Sgt. J.R. Scott; Sgt. S. Sinclair

Crew positions to be confirmed. The primary target, Courtrai, was attacked and bombed from 13,700 feet at 0101 hours. Weather conditions: clear with some haze. Target identified by red and 
green TI’s, slightly overshooting, as instructed. Plotted target area. Photographs showed ground detail

2259 0227

LM643 619 Sqn PG-E Kiel 23/24-7-44 No F/O R.W. Orbell; Sgt. J.R. Ward; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF; Sgt. D.M. 
Murphy, RCAF; Sgt. G.H. Lucas; Sgt. J.R. Scott; Sgt. S. Sinclair

Crew positions to be confirmed. The primary target, Kiel, was attacked and bombed from 16,000 feet at 0127 hours. Weather conditions: 10/10 th’s thin cloud. Special equipment H2S and Monica 
V. Bombs dropped on one green and one red TI. Photographic failure due to cloud.

2251 0346

LM643 619 Sqn PG-E Donges 24/25-7-44 No F/O R.W. Orbell +; Sgt. J.R. Ward +; F/O J.J. Kommes, RCAF +; F/Sgt. D.M. 
Murphy, RCAF +; Sgt. G.H. Lucas +; Sgt. J.R. Scott +; Sgt. S. Sinclair +

Nothing heard from this aircraft subsequent to take-off

2227 -
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