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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

4.208/33~20

FILE MNo.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
OVERSEAS

21st April, 194k.

s e . e

Mrs. A Anderson,
Suite 11, Alex Blk.,
Brandon, Manitoba,

Dear lrs. Andersen,

On behalf of the Squadron and myself
may I extend sympathy on the sad loss of your som,
Sgt R.A, Anderson, who was missing from operations
on the night 20/21st April, 1944.

Your son was a very popular member of
the Squadron and carried out his duties as Air Gunper
siiillfully. His loss was keenly felt by all concerned,
Nothing has been heard since take=off, however, it may
be that he is a prisoner of war, Time alone can tell
us this,

Please be assured that any iftformation
we may receive will be communicated to you.

May I explein that the request in the
telegram notifying you of the casualty was included
with the object of avoiding his chance of escape being
prejudiced by undue publicity in case he vas still at
largss This is & precaution adopted in the case of all
personnel reported as missing,

Yours sincerely,

L‘\_&MM*&W’

(G. A, MoKenna) Wing Commander,
Officer Cormanding,
No. 420 (R.C.A.F. ) SQUADRON,

T s —



CONFIDENTIAL _noTics

The names of all who lose their lives or are wounded or
reported missing while Serving with +the Royal Air Force will appear
in the official casualty lists published from time %o time in the press,

Any publioation of the date, place, op
casualty, and particularly any reference to the y
valuable Information to

cirounstances of the

it conoernod, might give
the cnemy, and for this Tfeason, only the nome y
Tank, and Scrvice number arg included in the official iin e

(=]

,_-_,"IL';G.
Relatives are particulariy roquested, in the hational interest
to cnsure that 2y notices publiched

05 T privately-do-not diselose the date,
m———— e O CLTOUNS tanatE GF The casunlty, oz the ynit,

The press have boen sgked 4o co=opcratc in

snguring that no
Anformation of valuc to the cnemy ig Published,
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TELEGRAPHS -
Wodd Wide Communications

W.D MEIL Craian M

41MNWX 3433 2 EXA GB REPORT DELIVERY
RGAF OTTAWA CNT APL 23-44 913Py
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MRS A A ANDERSON Aty
SUITE 11 ALEXANCRA BLK BRANDON MAN

M9233 REGRET TO ADVISE THAT VYOUR SON R ONE NINE ONE FOUR SIX EIGHT SERGEANT
RCBERT ALLAN ANDERSON 1S REPORTED MISSING AFTER AIR OPERATIONS OVERSEAS

APRILTWENTY FIRST STOP LETTER FOLLOWS
RCAF CASUALTIES OFF | CERe

855PM




ADDRES® REPLY TO: OUR EILE . . o s N e
THE SECK=TARY,

BEE. WO sy
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR,

BATED i e e

OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

OTTAWA, Canade, 25th April, 1944

Flying Officer A.A. Anderson,
No. 3 Wireless School,
Winnipeg, llanitoba,

Dear Nr, Anderson:

It is my peinful duty to confirm the
telegram recently received by you which informed you
that your son, Sergeant Robert Allan Anderson, is
reported missing on Active Service,

Advice has been received from the
Royal Canadian Air Force Casualties Officer, Overseas,
that your son was a member of the crew of an aircraft
which failed to return to its base after air operations
over Lens, south west of Lille, France, on the night of
April 20th and the esrly morning of April 21st, 1944.
There were three other members of the Royal Canadian
Air Force in the crew and they also have been reported
missing. Since you may wish to know their names and
next-of-kin, we are listing them below:
Warrant Officer Second Class H.C. Wiilson
Next-af-kin: Mr. H.H. Wilson (Father)
Ste 3 Bradeen Apartments, Winnipeg, lan.
Warrant Officer Second Class R.G. Leonard
Next-of-kin: Mr. C. Leonard (Fsther)
Crows Nest, B.C.

Sergeant J.H.J.P. Bourcier
Next-of-kin: Wir. A. Bourecier (Father)
Chateaguay Village, P.4.

P e

R.C.A.F. G. 32B
500M—1-44 (3778)
H.Q. 885-G-32B
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This does not necessarily mean that your
son hes been killed or wounded. He may have landed in
enemy territory and might be a Prisoner of War. £nquiries
have been made through the International Red Cross Society
and all other appropriate sources and you may be assured
that eny further information received will be communicated

to you immediately.

Your son's name will not appear on the official

casuelty list for five weeks. You may, however, release to
the Press or Radio the fact that he is reported missing but
not disclosing the date, place or his unit.

May I join with you and the members of your
femily in the hope that better news will be forthcoming in
the near future. :

Yours sincerely,

{ £ Denst 5P

R.C.A.F. Casualty Officer,
for Chief of the Air Staff,

e A —— - —— ——
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ADDRES™\REPLY TO:

THE %Eﬁi&e‘rnﬂ L

W&MENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR,

OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

418 MAZIL

=
=

RCAF. G. 328
S00M—1-44 (8778)
H.Q. 885-G-32B

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE

OTTAWA, Canada, 25th April, 1944

Mray 4.1, ATersen;T T
Suite 11,
Alexandra Blk.,
Brendon, Manitoba,

Dear lirs. Anderson:
It is my peinful duty to confirm the

telegram recently received by you which informed you
that your son, Sergeant lobert Allan Anderson, is

. reported missing on Active Service,
WS e

= Edvice™=s Weem recelved from the Royal
Canadien Air Force Casualties Officer, Overseas, that
your son was a member of the erew of an aircraft which
failed to return to its base after air operations over
Lens, south west of Lille, France, on ihe night of
April 20th and the early morning of A,ril 21st, 1944.
There were three other members of the Roval Canadian
Air Force in the crew and they also have been reported
missing, Since you meay wish to know their names and
next-of-kin, we are listing them belows

Warrant Officer Second Class H.C. Wilsen
Next-of-kin: lr, H.H. Wilson (father)
Ste 3 Bradeen Apartments, Winnipeg, Man.

Warrant Officer Second Class R.G. Leonard
Next-of~kin:. Mr. C. Leonard (father)
Grows Nest, B.C.

Sergeant J.H.J.P. Bourcier
Next-of-kin: Hr., &. Bourcier (father)
Chateaguay Village, P.Q.
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This does not necegserily mean ﬁhat_your
son has been killed or wounded. He may have landed in
enemy territory and might be a Prisoner of Wer, Enquiries

hava been made thatwagh the International Red Cross s Soclet ' —
£ E8E6UTee s A you ey be assured

that any further 1n£ormat10n recelved will be communicated
to you immediately.

% T e Your son': name will not appear on the
official casualty list tor five weeks., IYou may, however,
release to the Press or Hadio the fact that he is reported
missing but not disclosing the date, place or his unit,

peTe. May I join with you and the members of your
. ily in the hope that better news will be forthcoming in

| SRS ey
=i

"y
T R ———. | Sm———

Yours sincerely,

g et

R;G.&.E Casualty'Offlcer,
_foq Chief of the Air Staff.




ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
CHAPLAIN SERVICES

420 Sguadron, R.C.A.F. Oversess.

. . 25th Avril, 1944,

¥Ers. A. Anderson,

Buite 11 Alex Blk. .
Brandon, lan.

Canada.

Dear iirs. Anderson,

This is Jjust a note to let you know that Bob's
friendg over here are thinking of you all during these awful
days-of anxiety and uncerteinty. We are &ll hoping thel word
mey soen cowme through that he is safe.

Bob had become very popular Vith-%the lads in the
Squadron, and had the confidence of the othex members-of his
crew. He knew his joh, and was azlways ready to give it the
vest ns knew. His crew were a good bunch of lads, clweys
eager to get a2t the Job for whlch they had treined so longe.
I was chatting with them before take-off the night of their
ast trip, and can assure you that they were in good gpirits,
and ready to be off+. Just what happened is not known as yet.

Unfortunately, there is no time 1limit within which
we should get word of them, but I assure you that everything
possible i3 done to obtain information. In the meantime, we
must refuse to give up hope.

L realise that no words can lighten your heartvache,
but I must let you know thal we are remembering you all. We
pray that God will watch over Bob and the other lads in his
grew, and thst you may receive faith and courage and sirength
to dErry-on. BobvI-eonrades-here-are carrying on -wiel-a grin
determination to keep faith with him and you znd so many ounerﬁ
who are enduring so much in these days.

If I can be of any service, please let me know.

2. Sincerely,

! MEc'® yeur [grirn AFTER
BeB was ALlonres "Asstewe’ Bob's friend,

Anre  re SeM Y THIZ Nrwd am

A . i s 5 = e
J::jml.w” G e (Woble Hhﬁﬁoﬁ;_an/S/L.
g Chaplain (P)




CANADIAN PACIFIC

TELEGRAPHS
Wedd Wide Ccmq,rmmwatimw

W ONIIL Sasue

6O6WNCR 27/26 2 EX REPORT DELIVER GB
RCAF OTTAWA ONT MAY 23TH 1944 1002PN.
MRS A A ANDERSON
e o Hib
M9763 PLEASED TO ADVISE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS IN QUOTING GERMAN
INFORMAT ION STATES YOUR SON SERGEANT ROBERT ALLAN ANDERSON 1S PRISONER
OF WAR STOP LETTER FOLLOWS.
| RCAF CASUALTIES OFFICER
9 37PM.
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ADDRESS #EPLY TO:

THE SECi._.FARY.

m:m\w'rMEu‘r OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

R.C.A.F. G, 328

— ——

S0OM—1-44 (3774)
H.Q. £85-G-2B

REF: YOWR ... ..iiinniiidai st iasddiasiains

DATED ..........

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
OTTAWA, Canada, 30th May, 1944.

Mre. AJA. 4ndersony . - o e e
Suite 11,

Alexandra Blk.,

Brandon, Manitoba,

Dear Mrs. Anderson:

Confirming my telegram of recent date, advice has
been received from the International Red Cross Society,
quoting German information which states that your son,
Sergeant Robert Allan Anderson, is now a Prisoner of War,

It is a pieasure to convey this further information
as I feel it will relieve to some extent the great anxiety
endured by you and the members of your family,

Attached is a leaflet giving particulars of Departments
and Organizations from whom you can obtain advice and assistance,
together with a few notes regarding personal effects, promotions
etc, :

May I again assure you that any additional details received

e at-these-Headguarters will be communicated to you immediately.

Yours sincerely,

it s

R.C.A.F, Casualty Officer,
for Chief of the Air Staff.
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Notes for Information of the Next-of-Kin
of Prisoners of War.

As soon as an Officer or Airman is declared to be a prisoner of war,
the Department of National War Services, Ottawa forwards to the hext-of-kin-
detailed information and instructions regarding the despatch of letters and
parcels. All enquiries should be addressed to that Department.

The Enquiry Bureau, at Ottawa, of the Canadian Red Cross advises the
next=of-kin of the services it renders prisoners of war and suggests to them
that if they have any difficulty in connection with the quarterly parcels or
in addressing the prisoner of war in the right way, or need any other help
they should get in touch with the nearest branch of the Red Cross.

Prisoners of War Relatives Association is another organization rend-
ering good service to prisoners of war and next-of-kin., It has its head-
quarters at 130A Sun Life Building, Montreal where a lMonthly News Sheet
containing matters of interest to Relatives of prisoners of war is published.

Prisoners of war may have their personal effects sent to their next=
of=kins reletive or friend by writing to Overseas Headquarters of the Re.C.AFey
giving them the necessary instructions.

Ths general policy governing the promotion of R.C.A.F., prisoners of
war is that they will receive everything that they are eligible and recommended
for, up to and including the date of capture or internment, After that date
they will be eligible for one step ONLY in rank.

A prisoner of war may make & continous assignment to any person or
persons subject to a reserve sufficient to offset such payments as may be made
to him by the detaining power and in the cese of airmen, a small administrative
reserve will be wilhheld monthly and accumulated in his Pay Account and he may
give instructions to remit amounts of accumulated balances standing at his

eredit in his Pay Account, by addressing a letter to the R.C.A.F. Headquarters

Oversees, giving the following particulars:

) Number.
} Full neme end ranks
)

o oM

Nems snd full address of the person to whom the
payment is to be mado.
%d) Amount of remittance in Ganedian Currency.

(
(
(

¢) Prisoner's signature duly witnsssed by the Camp Leador.

The pay end allowances of & prisoner of war will continue to be credited

to his Pay Account and essignments of pay and dependsnt's allowancs in issue
at date of capture will continue to be peids The balance steanding to his

credit, after deductions for zssignments and for amounts to cover issuss of Pay
by the detaining power have been mede, will be held in trust for him, (Interest
will be sllowed et & rate of 3% per annums)




CAAT.‘IA 7-501-a
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL WAR SERVICES

Ottawa, June 7, 1944.

Dear Madam:

Re: Sgkes R.A. Anderson, R191468

We have today been advised by the Depart-
ment of National Defence for Alr that your son Sgt. R.A.
Anderson, R191468, who was previously reported missing, is
now .reported a prisoner of war in Germany. We have also
been advised by the International Red Cross, Geneva, Switz-
erland, that he is being held in Stalag Luft IIT, Germany.
His prisoner of war number has not yvet been recelved but
we wish to advise you that we have been informed letters
and parcels will be delivered without this number. Accord-
ingly, you will please find enclosed:

b) list of firms permitted to send tobacco and cigarettes

c) 1ist of firms permitted to send books, games, music,
sports equipment, etc.

Edg an official label

e} two copies of P/W No. 3, both of which must be completed
and enclosed in your parcel _

(f) special purchase permits for tea, coffee and sugar

%ai regulations concerning communication and parcel post

‘ You will note that the official next of
kin only may send personal parcels and this once every
three months., However, cigarettes, books, etc. may be sent
at any time by anyone through the licensed dealers.

When you have mailed your parcel please

return the enclosed card and your next label will go forward
to you about ten days prior to September 7th.

LU O . B O



..............

284
Should you desire officilal information

at any time éoncerning your son you are advised to contact
this office direct, giving his full name and prisoner of _

war number (if

any). You may rest assured we are always

interested in the welfare of our prisoners of war.

GDA/S

Yours sincerely,

* _, GEORGE D. ALLBEN,
/%1- Prisoners of War
Next of Kin Division

Mrs. A.A. Anderson,
Ste. 11, Alexander Blk.,
Brandon,: Manitoba.

R



ADDRESS REPLY TO:

THE $.CRETARY,
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE FOR AIR,
OTTAWA, ONTARIO.

ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
OTTAWA, Canada, 7th March, 1945.

Mrs. A.A. Anderson,
Suite 11, Alexandra Blk.,
Brandon, Manitoba.

Dear lirs. Anderson:

Since my letter of August 28th, 1944,
further advice has been received from Overseas which states
that your son, Robert Allan Anderson, who is a Prisoner of
War in Germany, has been commissioned with the rank of Pilot
Officer with effect from April 19th, 1944. His Officer's
number is J92326.

Notification of the promotion has been
forwarded to the Department of External Affalrs, Ottawa,
for transmission to your son.

Yours sincerely,

% - &‘}7 . ’/0&/’//&;( G A z*r ~,

R.C.A.F. Casualty Officer,
for Chief of the Air Stafr.

R.C.AF. G. 32B
560M—1-44 (3778)
H.Q. 885-G-32B
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WD NEIL riepgneg Maneoes OF CoMMUNICIT 288 MINTar el
cL IVERY

OTTAWA ONT MAY 16 619A 1945

MRS A.A.ANDERSON, a
153 AUDREY STREET, WINNIPEG MAN 2
M9071 PLEASED TO ADVISE YOUR SON PILOT OFFICER ROBERT ALLAN
ANDERSON PREVIOUSLY PRISUNER UF WAR MAS BECN LIBERATEL AND ARRIVED
SAFELY IN THE UNITED KINGDOM MAY ELEVENTH.

RCAF CASUALTIES OFF ICER

g

552A



ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE
CHAPLAIN SERVICES 21st May, 19405,

Dear Mr, & Mrs, Anderson,

I was so hapy to be able to welcome and
chat with vour son, J.92326 P/O Robert Allan Anderson on
his safe arrival in England. He looks verv well and 1is
in excellent spirits.

Our bovs are being well looked after bv our
own people and it should not be long btefore thev have
;?%ught up" and are back to & more or less normal wav of

e.

These have been anxionusg days and we join
with you in fiving thanks to God that they are ended and
that Bob will soon be arriving home,

Sincerelyv vours,

1dr. H. S. Dodgson
18918, Chanlain (P)
c.AF, Overseas.

Mr, & Mrs. A. A. Anderson
Stell. Alex, Blk
Brandon, Manitoba
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