
PROCEEDINGS OF COURT OF INQUIRY 

FLYING ACCIDENTS. 

Form C.A.F. D. 6 

The Court was assembled on (date) ........... ?'4 ... 9. .... 9.9.!r 1922 

at(place) ..................... Q!4e 
............................................................................................................................... 

by order of ................... 4L8I . A.tX "!X . 39 
L 

with instructions to inquire into the circumstances connected with the Accident on (date) ..... !P . 21 øt 1923 

at (place) ......... P.4ÌX 

(nearest town) .......................... Q4)..Ç4t1...e . involving .................................... 

Plane L Engine 

Type and Extent damaged, e.g., No. Extent damaged, e.g., 

registra- Totally, Type. Totally, 
tionmark. Seriously, Slightly. W.D. No. Maker'sNo Seriously, Slightly. 

L:o t3.iy Libert lininereed in *ate 
I 

N0TE.-If more than one Occupants. 
n i ngprl- - 

here first in order the Whether No. of plane 
names of the occupants of Unit Pilot in which 
the plane entered first Name. Rank. or or persons 
above. Address. passenger were 

. 

on Flight. occupant. 

W.1.en1Ay :Fitjt. hoberval. lilot 

H.1ethot Porest Obserrer 

A..i?. ' echauic -- 

Extent 
injured, e.g., 

Fatally, 
Seriously 

or Slightly. 

1 iht1y 
I ji 

Here insert additional For the purposes of:- 
special points of inquiry (1) Establishing the facts called for in the findings, of the Court-on page 3 of this Form. (if any) contained in in- 
structions of the author- (jj) Enabling the Court to state, on page 4 of this Form, its opinion as to the cause of the 
ity convening the Court. accident. 

(iii) Injuring specially into:- 

COMPOSITION OF THE COURT. 

Rank. Name. Unit or Address. 

President ............................ 1 t 1. t . Q Q J z c . 

Members ............................ I, .0 j Charron .Lø ervai 

In attendance .......................... A r ri e r C ¡t ' Q 

LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Rank. Name. Unit or address Rank. Name. Unit or address 
(if civilian, state so). (if civilian, state so). 

'i.Lt .1{.enny iobe;va. 

Air nixieF A,i.WriEkIt lioberva], 
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EVIDENCE. 

let Wjtnese: r. h. emAy. 

1, Pliit Lieuteutnt W.h.uíenriy,buperixtenaent 01 
¡Foberval Air 3tation wae pilot ir' thrge of kLU G.'CYA( 
on Sept. 2let. i left Sevet laxìis bounÀ for ..aQoueeao at 
13.25 with ii.d-etrot and A.ï.V.rirht ae pas*eners. i arrived at Godbut at 15.10 arid seeing t.kiat t.he Godkut river waa ,ell ehe3.tered a:id uffícient water ¿ ig1 tied 1. decided 
t.o lana there anc refil). ori tank aa i wa carry ing thirty 
al1ofla of ßsoli.z1e in tjLíi. ìeforu landing i zotieed tht there waa a tlegrajh wire strethed acroee the river. Alter 

the lanuin made arid fle 1iackÀine enohored ix Uit river 
X kjz&d the ;a5o11r1s put in Lkic ta and ;he oil reeervoir re- 
plexAished at lu.O hra. 1. then proceeded to te off arid fin. 
ding that the hule oì he north eith were rather tee L 

toot off' towards the eea. Ae i was Bure e m&cnixe wou]d riot 
bet off iii ti&ne to cle:tr the tel rah wire i decided to 
hydroplane ac f.r e the wire and then take off. The niachine 
wçß on hr itep ready to t:e off and i h1d coLc1ued that 
it )U1Li 8aieiy paas under the vire when i diecovered that 
there wa a second wire OLly atout three or four feet above 
the water. As coon ae caw truc i closed the trottle but the 
xnornetum f the machine after takiflg up th e1acc broie the 
wire. i then taxi the acki..rie to the aiore to ma..é eure ,ìiat 
lio orfluige had Lee1i dofti The aire had run up the out ri.er 
anQ uroen by comAng in cjnLct iLh the tart.n handle. .Lt 
ha leo marked the port outer strut ne; r the fittiig ami Lori 
the iret ply. it the end of the ire tht had cut the 
three p]y.3t appeared to ue that the other sir. bau saed 
comtkÀ:.t Afl i wac Uoubtfu3. ivhetncr it would oleLr or riot. i. 

wac iriforwed by a recidnt Ui:. t. i woulu find good wrter etwue 
the 5andbare ori Wie it..LawrexAce hiver so i decided t.o take off 
at that place ac there were a numtier of wotorLot8 hovering 
about ic the ktivr Godbout. Tne machine req ire a lozì run 
to et off on account of a ley port fin i paebed cafetly 
out. of the GodLout kiver tho UAe L.t.Lawrence aiì pepired 
to tke off, The water was choppy ana the uathìne wa off' aLor 
she had f1ytrA speed. We hit at leaet half a cozen Unica but it wae impo 5ile to ep the machine up and a1 though the wave 
1;.ere quite lrgc at i.riie poísit I decided tb.Zt it wo11d le bet 
to 8hut olI and taxi to the &iore. iefore i had ti to turn t. 
maciine around I saw water couiri up through he floor boards 
and re a] i zed thrt the huj. mue t L s le a ing badi y . y f ir et 
thought was to Laxi 1et for he shore but the mciiie started 
to sink quickly Lfld ware broKe over the frorAt. cockpit and i 
had Ju tje arouh to pull bacs the troL1e when the hull 
went wriJit under so .. quickly left niy ßat aILd cliued up 
trough the wires Vnil, unuer water i could still ee the 
propl1er tairi over so thai i had to weit until ne propel 
1er etopped before corzi to the top. y fir8t thou)it wac the 
e fety of the two occupants ana found that M1.Wriht who hd 
been 1ttrn dn the same cockpit with me 'wae safely on Lhe 
pinc also Fb.ki.Metnøt was on top.l eaw blood on tr.ettot'e 
cheek and iourd thaL he hau cueU ¡is eyelid,po.iLly on the pitot tubs.Ac tne Very's light and rifles were all untier wter 
thtre wae rio a1ternaivs ut to wait until a boat ernuld pick 
us uj A otorot which had left the ciore very shortlyafter 
the iiiachïnl sank cne to our rescrus and conveyed us to the 
shore. While obtairir a new oufit of dried clothes .1. cent the 
motorboat tack to tow in the macrime. At atut 22.00 hrs.J went 
up to the macÌiine wuich vae about half auer.ed and with the 
aeeitnce of A.Vriht arid the ovrier of the aotorLoat salved 
nhO3t of the gear in the boat.i then cave in8truCtios to ÂJ 
\.ritYLt to et Lte notor out and clea2se it of salt water .Ae e 



4 
cou1d only work at it at low tide I told him to eacrif ice 
the plane in order to et tue en,ine at it wae ir&possible 
to Ba1YC both. Aß L as euffering from a bad cold J. ppoceeued 
to cuebec un t.he .SJorth 3hore at 03.00 lare. 22nd of bept- 
ember accoupanied by L.4etkot. I 

In accordance with reulation* I eent.. a ttleLr giving 
artiCUlar8 of the accident to C.A.IJieadquarters. 

.- ......ø....eøI. . 

. 'iight Lieutnant, 
SupririLndent o ì.erva). ir Lttion 

*, 
i s:-- 4 . 

:_ $.. 

r1., .,. i. ; 



AJJRIGIIT (Mil) 

Or trì of tì 4t cf Gsptaet 1 
;4'CYK fomn eveytiiin is joa4 ruer. Aftr 

niLg to 1re o the CiOdut IT.r F1iLt Lieut429t V.E. 

LJ Zi4 the to .A&e kore uU I in zìuzd it 

aflu r22rui tt . U t ;utì Na -i aira 1id tizi 

Vfjã (fl4 rL.Lig ìan]e. After ayii _tA of iUvr 

w. !rtocL t t:e oU nxi f her' nx]4ï Zi aie.d tze 

UaCfl uS aeßd to aowt big avs w4 s.ris tb.s nczt. wave iUi 

oonE4.rab1O force. ¡lis *i$xt thing Z iotieeg it w..t,r eu- 

terir3, te uU. v;ry ta]y uer .ity t t. s 1aed for .thore 

L&eiiat*1y and a big wave ce oex the nose cuaiu ue i- 

oifle to Öiva unuer ¡.h or fair as Ue The .aet 

ttLu uo;.iccd bert ing unuer Ue wcter 1.ht ìit.Jt 

LXtUt(Za;.Lt .Í1Thy '*ì atteir to switch off ftcr throt 

1.L1I goP. 

, 

. 

0 S S e %I s s t1I I 

Airo uLus Piflsr 
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FINDINGS OF THE COURT. 

The undersigned, have conducted a Court of Inquiry on the instructions set forth on the first page of this Form, 
and at the place and on the date thereon stated. 

The evidence of the (No ....... ) Witnesses is recorded on the (No ..................... ) pages inserted inside this 
Form. 

(A) We find from the evidence that the following facts have been established- 
(1) The description of the occupants, planes and engines and e extent of injury to them is as set forth 

on the front page of this Form, with the exception that A 

(ii) The purpose of and instructions for the Flight(s) were as follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and Purpose and Instructions (including whether one occupant was instructing the other). 
Registration No. 

mark. 

118 Z. n route to Jober on coup1etion of operations at 
Gi.CYjK Iataskqasn que. 

(iii) The accident occurred at..1ó .. 00 o'c1oc1 at the place and on the date set forth on the front page of 
this Form. 

( iv) The aeroplane(s) were controlled as follows:- 

Aeroplane. Names of Occupants of Seats. 
No. of seats. Whether fitted with Single 

Type and or Dual Control. 
Registration No. Front. Back. Other. 

mark. 

as z4 »uel Coti t ros. ¡..uioi w .R.Xenny 
GC.Y.t( A..rig111 

water 
(y) The aeroplane(s) took off the girlts follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and Time. Weather conditions where aeroplane took off. 
mark. No. 

IfS i6.00ir.. Attempted to oft 
G.Ci 

(vi) Condition of aeroplane(s) at commencement of Flight(s). 

Aeroplane. When last examined. 

Type and By Fitter or By Rigger or 
registration No. by Air Engineer. by Air Engineer. 

mark. 
Date. Hour. Date. Hour. 

i5. 5. 

Whether Plane and Engine fit for Flight in 
question. 

(vii) The flying experience of the occupants prior to this Flight was:- 

Name of Occupant. Types of Aeroplanes. 

WÌLenny 
s etc. 

Both p3azie and engine 
fit. 

Time Flown on each type. 

Dual. Solo. 

Hours. Mins. H rs Mins. ib 
500 
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(viii) We (have ) examined the following Aeroplane, Engine, and Pilot's Flying Log Book and (hao) 
have ascertained 

Description of Book. Remarks, including material facts supplementing or confirming evidence of witnesses. 

Aoropns Log 
m. s 4 

angine_1i41. 

(ix) We (hay ) visited the scene of the accident (before) aeop1ane(s) (was ) removed and have found 
( have not) (after ) (were) 

the following material facts:- 

(x) The following sections of Air Regulations, 1920, were not complied with:- 

( B) We have been unable to obtain the evidence of the following material witnesses 

Unit Reason 
Name. Rank. or precluding obtaining How concerned with accident. 

? Address. evidence. 

.ethot orva1 Absunt oì aiO 1au'ø Paseemer 

( C) The cause of the accident was in our opinion:- 

.............................. ;he...pGw4(1&.ot «... tìe .... !'!.$ .... 4!Z°4 

&ng ..... Of 

(D) In our opinion, blame is attached to the following:- 

.............................. 14O...QX 

( E) Following are our recommendations for prevention of a repetition of this type of accident :- 
.............................. Tt.. Qperat.ip in th ... .t .. wr ence area 

....... .Q1d pt as e-y .... ìfl th .. 

............................................................ 6'LJ . i8ì4 
Signature of President of Court ...... k(V . . .......... i...,-'tI' .... 

Memberof C 

.: .: 

do .................... E.. .. 

Dateof Signing ................................................................................ 

I (do not) concur in above finding. 

o.c. Unit. 

Date.... Provincial Secretary. 

Approval and Remarks- 

....................................... 

Date.... .....T............ .... 



Form C.A.F. D. 6 

PROCEEDINGS OF COURT OF INQUIRY 

FLYING ACCIDENTS. 

The Court was assembled on (date) .......... the...2X&..o...O.CtOber..i922 ...................................................................... 

at(place) ................... Roberv.ai.,....2...Q,ue.. ............................................................................................................................... 

by order of ................. 
Para.5 

with instructions to inquire into the circumstances connected with the Accident on (date) ...Septa.23..s.t...1.9.2a .... 

at (place) ........ Qodbout ...... 

(nearest town) ........................ Qodbo.ut.1. ...Que ....................................................................... involving ..................................... 

Engine 

Type and Extent damaged, e.g., No. Extent damaged, e.g., 
registra- Totally, Type. - Totally, 

tion mark. Seriously, Slightly. W.D. No. Maker'sNo Seriously, Slightly. 

HS L Totally 
GuiCYEkC 

NOTE.-If more than one 
plane is involved insert 
here first in order the 
names of the occupants of 
the plane entered first 
above. 

Liber 

Occupants. 

Unit 
Name. Rank. or 

Address. 

W.Kenny Flt.Lt. Roberva]. 

H.Methot Forest in . 

A.E.Vright A..P. 

lmmereed in Bait water 
I 

Whether No. of plane Extent 
Pilot in which injured, e.g., 

or persons Fatally, 
passenger were Seriously 
on Flight. occupant. or Slightly. 

P ib t ;MA3 

Obeervr Slihtly 

echanic - 

Here insert additional For the purposes of:- 
special points of inquiry (1) Establishing the facts called for in the findings, of the Court-on page 3 of this Form. (if any) contained in in- 
structions of the author- (ji) Enabling the Court to state, on page 4 of this Form, its opinion as to the cause of the 
ity convening the Court. acçident. 

(iii) Injuring specially into:- 

COMPOSITION OF THE COURT. 

Rank. Name. Unit or Address. 

President 't . L G .0 ,Johnø n C .A . U 
Members P.O. L.R.Charron Roberval 
Inattendance .......................... k'.Ö. A,FerrjeZ' C.A.J?. H.Q,. 

LIST OF WITNESSES. 

Rank. 
. 

Name. Unit or address 
(if civilian, state so). 

Rank. Name. Unit or address 
(if civilian, state so). 

F:Lt.Lt. 

Air .b.nineF, 

W.}(..enny 

A.ii.Wright 

ksoberv4. 

Roberva.3,, 
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EVIDENCE. 

1 Iitnes:- i- LOELy. 

1, Pi i;ht L ieutezAflt .h of 
Ioberi9J. AiX %atio pilot ira ckire of LiLI 

o.n cpt. 23.et. i left eveu *3.axidi boun far iLoueic &t 
:L3.4 iitn t.e.r*ot &nd A.A.rht ae pasiunrg. . rivd 
gt Qoth;ut rt 15.]O sud eeinj that t.ne GoUbu rtvtr wa 
weil eheltereci tiMd uufficiert ws.er high t4tad 1. d,oied 
to lana 'Uera ani ri1], on turi. ae 1. crr in tiiXty 
gallonø of guso1i*i. in ti*s. iafore 1:in 1. uoteA tk'itìt 
thte ws te1egrh iire strthú ucro th. rivsz. After 
the anu1ng vudo anG ie r&irie enoi&o.ed in t.h. 'ìvur 
L hú t.bts Seo]Le )Ut ii kie and ;hu oil resarvoir re 
p1sruisied ut. 1o,:O hrs. i then jocedeU to tat o1f und 
dLflg tkiit ii11.* oì LkAe norUi id.i were rthtr te . 

too off tøwad* .he sea. Ac i eurt tie mcraie w,u].d ot 
éet off in time to cier the t1rn wire dectotd to 
hydroplane ac fr . the wire nd thtrn te oif. Th uciLthe 
w ou lu2 step ready to off and i )iic conc1uted tht 
it (,u1( efeiy paes undez the vire when L iecoverod Umt 
there aa a s&cond wire otuly about ttree or Í'ur ft above 
th water. As eoon ae .L saw tnt. i closed the trottle but ti'e 
uorneturn of the achino 1'tur taig up the rok the 
wire 1. then taxi tkie nchzìe to the eiAore to mase øure mt 
ro hd Leza uotS. tie re had run up the out rier 
ar,1 broetì by cng in cr2tct it.h Lk rtr Èiii.n4e. Lt 
}mG leo marked te port outer etrut nez' t.hc fitting ian torn 
Lhe tnree piy t w.e the erk of the wir. tki t ha cut the 
three p1y.t appiaret to e t.hat the ohor irs ì; ased 
sot»th.t 4I( i Wft doubtful htthcr Lt wu1d c1'r or riot. ¡ 
wile ixJorti.d tiy e re.izt t.ht i wo3 fitc good wtr betoe 
the azidbare ou ne t,L&wzesce ier ea 1 dcidea to take Ott 
at that place au thtre were & nuer oi taotor1ote ìoverzig 
b3Ut in Uìo kti'vr GoaLout. The nacìÀi.ne re iret & 1oi run 

t,o (:t ott on COount of a port fin .1 psìei sarety 
out of the Qobout ktivr izto the ¿..t3awrttnce ¡na prepired 
to tit&e off. TkA water e oho.,jy ar& tho rch.ne wa off aLar 
ehe had flyir&g speed. Ve hit at 3eat h].f a cozen Uu*s 
it, was iwpo ibIa to ¿'. ep t.hc incAi.ne up ana a]. Uiouki th wave 
ere qui. re titi. point i decit«d it *o1d be tetL 

t.o uhut of tzi to the ho re, iefore i ha tise ,o turn t 

macuinc r() tind ¡ saw er iin u trcì 1i. tiooz botrds 
and ru Ài i ze 4 that Uie hui]. uu t i e 3e a ing ba4l y . sy 1' ir ait 
t1iougit Was to taxi for Lnti ettore but .h ctl started 
to sink quic1 nu ire bros ober the froiit coc&pit iud i 

hac ju tirne gJout)1 to pull ba( t.he trottlo WkA thIO hull 
went wrijit untier so utck.1y left wy und Cliiut;Ci u 
trouj;h the ìes. thile unuer 'aater . could ti1l aes the 
prop;l1er akin over o tt ¿ had to w4t unt3l ze propel.. 
];r etopeu bafore co to Uie top. y t*.ret thought wa he 
e :Îety o' ho two occup..nte fo.nd tìit ».Wrikht who hd 
been øittia dn the swit oocpit icith me was efeIy on tite 
p1rLe also F.ìt.Mett was or t*1.1 saw blod ;:)n 

o4ee d fouz that he ht cute is eyeliä,possih» on the 
pitt tube.As tne Very's lijkìt ai rifles were 4.l uriiCr w;;ter 
thro was o alternative but t.o sait ut1 a boat sTh$.d pica 
us u. A orot WtiCh hi& left tht i4re very s4ort1,y at 
the ickin$ saik caa to our rebcruu az1 conveyed us to the 
wore. While obtaiAn a new oufit o' dried c1ohcs i oent th 
giotorboat to Lei in thc iiaciìn. At akut 2.00 Iirs.i ij 

up to ne ach.tne which vas about ha)f eutertìd iid with ,bø 
aseit,;Lrce of riht an tac ontr of t rotorotìt salved 
mot}t of the sear in ti bìt.i then iu,t.ructions to 
riLJLt to ut t.ie uotoI out u*d (;1ea4.ae Lt of stlt water.As h. 



ould only work at. it a. 3ow tid. I told itim to crif ice 
the p1L1kS in orc.ter t t engix&$ st Lt iuposuib1s 
to t1ve buth. Aa 1. $Uff?iflj from a bad c14 J. ppoceeded 
to .ueec o.n the .Lozth Iors at 03.00 kirs. 22nd of sept- 
eT&ber accoipaniet y iL.t1t. I 

In acorUanø wiUi re1ationa L tt].era givizig 
pìrtiiu1Ers of tÎe o.Xent to .A.iLeadquarters. 

s.... .... ..... . , 1'' 
$'34ht 1ìeat. nzut, 

uprirìLendent obervj ir tion. 



A.J.WRIfliT (AEY) 

On the morning of the 21st of beptember 1922, L iiapected 
iachizAe GCYA and found everything in good order. After un- 
nixig ixAto wire on the Gødbout iiver i?11ht 1ieut.enant .R. 

erirxy taxied the ac*ie to t.he shore and I again exwnined it 
anct found that it had. not been dagnaed. aa Lhe wire had een 
severeci on startAg haruije . After txyizg to mouth of River 
we started to tate off axd after nearly sttrig f1yii eed the 
mach.ne ened to nount a big wave ad triÀce the next. w ve with 
conidehab1e force. rhe next thing I noticed waa the wter en- 
terirg the hull ,ery rapidly under my set. e headed for shore 
irilinediately and a bi wave came over he nose Causing the ma- 
Ohine to dive under the wer as l'ar as the eniine. The last 
thing no kiced before going unuer he ter was that 1?liht 
LieutcziLa.t .lt.it.Lnny was attenïptin to ewitch off after 
lirig ciown. 

. . e 
. . . . ... 

Aero iine i?iter 
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FINDINGS OF THE COURT. 

The undersigned, have conducted a Court of Inquiry on the instructions set forth on the first page of this Form, 
and at the place and on the date thereon stated. 

The evidence of the (No ....... ) Witnesses is recorded on the (No ..................... ) pages inserted inside this 
Form. 

(A) We find from the evidence that the following facts have been established- 
( 1) The description of the occupants, planes and engines and e extent of injury to them is as set forth 

on the front page of this Form, with the exception that 
(ii) The purpose of and instructions for the Flight(s) were as follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and Purpose and Instructions (including whether one occupant was instructing the other). 
Registration No. 

mark. 

li8 n route to tobere3. on oo&p.etion of operìtions tt 
OCYK Lìt**hqu*fl que. 

(iii) The accident occurred at.6 ... o'clock at the place and on the date set forth on the front page of 
this Form. 

( iv) The aeroplane(s) were controlled as follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and 
Registration No. 

mark. 

GiiiCY 

No. of seats. Whether fitted with Single 
or Dual Control. 

»tiel 

wLtør 
(y) The aeroplane(s) took off the g11iìs follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and 
mark. No. 

Names of Occupants of Seats. 

Front. Back. Other. 

A.iiithol t.knn7 
A.ìi.Wrgt1 

Time. Weather conditions where aeroplane took off. 

16.00 ku's. Atts*pe4 o ft 

(vi) Condition of aeroplane(s) at commencement of Flight(s). 

Aeroplane. . When last examined. 

Type and 
registration 

mark. 
No. 

By Fitter or 
by Air Engineer. 

By Rigger or 
by Air Engineer. 

Whether Plane and Engine fit for Flight in 
question. 

Date. Hour. Date. Hour. 

H 
i5.öO 21*9*2 ° th p3.ane and niu$ 

(vii) The flying experience of the occupants prior to this Flight was:- 

Name of Occupant. Types of Aeroplanes. 

;.t4ezy 118 4 
33 etc. 

Time Flown on each type. 

Dual. Solo. 

Hours. Mins. jIs Mins. 

500 



H 
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(viii) We (have -) examined the following Aeroplane, Engine, and Pilot's Flying Log Book and (haj) 
have ascertained :- 

Description of Book. Remarks, including material facts supplementing or confirming evidence of witnesses. 

Aeroplane Log ______.__u. - ___ - __ * - N, * 

ngine log. 

(ix) We (ha's ) visited the scene of the accident (before) aeroplane(s) (was ) removed and have found 
(have not) (after ) (were) 

the following material facts:- 

...................................................................................................... A ................................................................................... 

(x) The following sections of Air Regulations, 1920, were not complied with:- 

, .- 

(B) We have been unable to obtain the evidence of the following material witnesses :- 
Unit Reason 

Names Rank. or precluding obtaining How concerned with accident. 
/ 

Address. evidence. 

..thot iee t oberval Äbs.nt O1 2iCA 1eav Paener 

- 

(C) The causè of the accident was in our opinion:- 

............................ The.pGur4nof .... 
f;.ing .... . 

(D) In our opinion, blame is attached to the following:- 

............................ io....o.ne 

(E) Following are our recommendations for prevention of a repetition of this type of accident:- 

.......................... That...operationa.. in..the..Gi1...o ... aa 

...... 
be po3sib1e . rithe . 

Signature of Presidento 

Dateof Signing ................................................................................ 

I (do not) concur in above finding. 

o.c. Unit. 

Date Provincial Secretary. 

Approval and Remarks- 

............................................................................................... 

Date ...... (7 . a... 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COURT OF INQUIRY 

FLYING ACIDENTS. 

The Court was assembled on (date) . . . !.!!! . .. 
at (place) . 

çb r 

by ordei of ire ct* t, L. Ar o ree ( A2' IO .Prt. 
: r 

r izì. 39 

. . . . . . . - 
ept.21ßt 121 

with instructions to inquire into the circumstances connected with the Accident on (date) ........................ 

at (place) ........ 99t .. çe .. 
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EVIDENCE. 

ist Witne:- W. R. Kenny. 

I, Piight Lieutenant W.R.Kenny,Superintendent of Roberval Air Station was pijot in charge of HS G-C'EK 
on Sept. 2it. I left Seven Islands bound for Tadou$5ac at 
13.25' with H.Methot and A.E.Wriht a passengere. I arrived at Godbout at l.iO and seeing that the Godbout river wa well sheltered and sufficient water at high tied I decided to land there and refill one tank a I wa carrying thirty galions of gasoline in tine. Before landing I noticed that there was a telegraph wire strethed across the river. After the landing was made and the machine enchored in the river 
I had the gasoline put in the tank and the oil reservoir re- plenished at 16.00 hr8. I then proceeded to take off and fin- 
dine that the hi1l on the north side were rather steep I 
took off towards the sea. As I was sure the machine would not get off in time to clear the telegraph wire I decided to 
hydroplane a far as the wire and then take off . rJhe machine 
was on her step ready to take off and I had. concluded that it would safely pass under the wire when I di8covered that there Was a second wire only atout three or four feet above the water. As soon as I saw this I closed the trottle but the 
momentum of the machine after tIing up the slack broke the wire. I then taxi the machine to the shore to make sure that 
no dunage had beer. done . The wire had run up the out rigger 
and broken by comìng in contact with the starting handle. It 
had. alBo marked the port outer strut near the fitting and torn 
the three ply. It was the end of the wire that had cut the three ply.It appeared. to me that the other wire baci sagged 
soinwhat and I was doubtful whether it would clear or not. I 
was informed by a resident that I would find good water betwee 
the sandbars on the St.Lawrence hiver se I decided to take off at that place ai there were a number of motorboats hovering 
about in the River Godbout. The machine required a long run 
to get off on account of a leaky port fin .1 passed safetly 
out of the Godbout River into the St.Lawrence and prepaired 
to take off. The water was choppy and the machine wa off aeore 
she had flying speed. We hit at least half a dozen times but it was impossible to keep the machine up and althou the waved 
were quite large at this point I decided that it would be betteir 
to shut off and taxi to the shore. Before I had time to turn t e 
machine around I saw water coming up through the floor board! 
and realized that the hull must be leaking badly. My first 
thought was to taxi fast for the shore but the machine started 
to sink quickly and . ware broke over the front cockpit and I 
had just time enough to pull back the trottle when th hull 
went wright under so I quickly left my seat and climbed up 
trough the wires. While under the water I could still see the 
propeller taking over so that I had to wait until the propel- 
1er stopped before coming to the top. My first thought was the 
safety of the two occupants and found that AF.Wright who had 
been sitting n the same cockpit with me was safely on the 
plans also FE.H.Methot was on top.I saw blood on Mr.Methot's 
cheek and found that he had cutted is eyelid,possibly on the pitot tube.Ae the Very's light and rifles were ail under water 
there was no alternative but to wait until a boat should pick 
us up. A motorboat which had left the shore very shortly after 
the machine sank came to our rescrue and conveyed us to the sho. Thile obtaining a new outfit of dried clothes I sent the 
motorboat back to tow in the machine. At about 22.00 hrB.I went 
up to the machine which was about half submerged and with the 
assistance of AEF.Wright and the owner of the motorboat salved 
most of the gear in the boat.I then gave instructions to AP 
Wright to get the motor out and cleanse it of salt water.As he 



could only work at it at low tide I told hirn to acrifiee 
the plane in order to get the engine at it wae impossible 
to salve both. As I W suffering from a bad cold I ppocecded 
to Q,uebec un the S.$.North Shore at 03.00 hrs. 22nd cf Sept- 
ember accompanied by H.MetIt. I 

In accordance with regulation5 I sent a telegr giving 
particulars of the accident to C.Á.F.Headquarters. 

. . e . . . G 

Plight ieute.ant, 
Superintendent Roberval Air Station. 
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FINDINGS OF THE COURT. - 

The undersigned, have conducted a Court of Inquiry on the instructions set forth on the first page of this Form, 
and at the place and on the date thereon stated. 

The evidence of the (No ....... Z ........... ) Witnesses is recorded on the (No ..................... ) pages inserted inside this 
Form. 

(A) We find from the evidence that the following facts have been established- 
(1) The description of the occupants, planes and engines and of the extent of injury to them is as set forth 

on the front page of this Form, with the exception that Nil 
(ii) The purpose of and instructions for the Flight(s) were as follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and Purpose and Instructions (including whether one occupant was instructing the other). 
Registration No. 

mark. 

HS En route to Robervaa. on completion of operatione at 
G-C1EÇ NataEhquan que. 

- 

(iii) The accident occurred at..l.6.O ...... o'clock at the place and on the date set forth on the front page of 
this Form. 

( iv) The aeroplane(s) were controlled as follows:- 

Aeroplane. Names of Occupants of Seats. 
No. of seats. Whether fitted with Single 

Type and or Dual Contrdl. 
Registration No. Front. Back. Other. 

mark. 
- 

H8 ZL Duel Control H.Methot W.R.Kenny 
G-'CEK 

A.E.Wrighl 
- 

Water (y) The aeroplane(s) took off the gic.a-s follows:- 

Aeroplane. 

Type and Time. Weather conditions where aeroplane took off. 
mark. No. 

HS 2L i6.00 hrs. ' Attempted to take off 
G'.CYEK 

- 

(vi) Condition of aeroplane(s) at commencement of Flight(s). 

Aeroplane. When last examined. 

Type and By Fitter or By Rigger or Whether Plane and Engine fit for Flight in 
registration No. by Air Engineer. by Air Engineer. question. 

mark. 
Date. Hour. Date. Hour. 

HS 2i 
21-9-2 15.4 Both plane arid engine 

. fit. 

(vii) The flying experience of the occupants prior to this Flight was:- 

Time Flowii on each type. 
Name of Occupant. Types of Aeroplanes. 

Dual. Solo. 

W.R.Kenny HS 
F 3 etc. 

Hours. Mins. Hours 

i 50 
500 

Mins. 

Ì_ 
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(viii) We (have ) examined the following Aeroplane, Engine, and Pilot's Flying Log Bock and 
(h«io.n) 

have ascertained 

Description of Book. Remarks, including material facts supplementing or confirming evidence of witnesses. 

Aero1ane Log 
Engine Log. 

(ix) We (ha,e ) visited the scene of the accident (before) ae'op1ane(s) (was ) removed and have found 
(have not) . (after ) (were) 

the following material facts :- 

(x) The following sections of Air Regulations, 1920, were not complied with:- 

(B) We have been unable to obtain the evidence of the following material witnesses:- 

Unit Reason 
Name. Rank. or precluding obtaining How concerned with accident. 

Address. evidence. 

Methot P rest 
Engineer Roberval Absent on sick leavi, Paenger 

( C) The cause of the accident was in our opinion:- 

............................ The...po.unding...o.f....t.e.ma..ch . no on ..... c.Y.).c.\YaY.c! ... 
ging ...... U 

(D) In our opinion, blame is attached to the following :- 
No orïe 

(E) Following are our recommendations for prevention of a repetition of this type of accident:- 

................ That. ..QPVt1.9.Pß.ifl the c.f .... .Zawr 
. 

,a be 
... c.t as yas poesible in the 

Signature of President of Court ..... 
MemberofC urt ...... 

. 

do .............................. ?- ....... 

Dateof Signing ........................................................................ , - - 

I (do not) concur in above finding. 

o.c. Unit. 

Date ............................................ Provincial Secretary. 

Approval and Remarks- . 

.... sr1t .. 
Date / Commanding Canadian Air Force 
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