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DUTY ON WHICH ENGAGED:

INSTRUCTORS NIGHT FLYING PRACTICE.

NATURE OF ACCIDENT AND STAGE OF FLIGHT:

ATRCRAFT DIVED INTO GROUND FROM APPROX.
1000" SHORTLY AFTER TAKE=OFF, NIGHT FLIGHT,
AFTER TAKE OFF, ON APPARENTLY STRAIGHT AND
STEADY CLIMB, THE A/C FLEW INTO A CLOUD BANK
WITH BASE AT 500" 10 700', AND THEN DOVE
VERTICALLY INTO THE GROUND, WHERE IT BURST

INTO FLAMES,
PRIMARY CAUSE:

THE CAPTAIN OF THE A/C, SUDDENLY FINDING
HIMSELF IN LOW CLOUD, ATTEMPTED TO GET UNDER
THE CLOUD BY DIVING, AND IN DOING SO CARRIED

VERTICALLY,

SECONDARY CAUSE OR CONTRIBUTING FACTORS:

AIRCRAFT STRUCK THE GROUND ALMOST VERTICALLY
AND BURNED,
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COURT OF INQUIRY, INVESTIGATING OFFICER

OR COMMANDING OFFICER'S REPORT:

DATE:

LQURT OF INQUIRY
9-6-liy

COMPOSITION:

SquADRON LEABER
FLigut Lreut.
FLYING OFFICER

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(a)

€

THAT METEBROLOGIST SHOULD REMAIN ON DUTY UNTIL OFFICER IN CHARGE
OF MIGHT FLYING FOR THE NIGHT FLYING PERIOD AFTER MIDNIGHT HAS

E.A. McBowan (C.203)
D.J. THomson (C.w280)
E.W.C.SHArRPE (C.2797)

TAKEN OVER, AND IT SHOULD BE A DUTY OF THE OFFICER IN CHARGE

OF THAT NIGHT FLYING PERIOD TO CHECK THE WEATHER %I1TH THE

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICER BEFORE FLYING COMMENCES FOR THE SECOND
PERIOD. |F ANY DOUBT THEN EXISTS AS TO WEATHER CONDITIONS,
THE DIVE TO EXCESS AND STRUCK THE GROUND ALMOST AGGMONIROKEN: ANOTHER TEST FLIGHT SHOULD BE MADE.

CRIOEGOL RN KR X THEOHMDCNLX XK KIHER
(8)  FULL EQUIPMENT REQUIRED FOR NIGHT FLYING SHOULD BE AVAILABLE

AND IN WORKING ORDER BEFORE NIGHT FLYING IS BEGUN.

1T 1S SUZGESTED THAT ALL PILOTS SHOULDBE REMINDED THAT WHEN
IN CLOUD OR WHEN INSTRUMENT FLYING HEIGHT SHOULD BE LOST 8Y

THROTTLING DOWN TO A GLIDE OR A PA<TIAL GLIDE RATHER THAN

BY DIVING,
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